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some did not believe that drugs were
effective. Some doubted they needed to
take them, or experienced unwanted
side effects. Much of this can be solved
by improving communication between
doctor and pharmacist and patient.

Under the new Medicare bill, phar-
macists will manage and monitor
medications for patients with chronic
illness. These programs have the poten-
tial to save billions of dollars and thou-
sands of lives each year. It is a wel-
come addition to the Medicare bill and
one that will help many seniors.

To learn more about the careful ad-
herence to medication therapies and
how they can save lives and money, I
would encourage my colleagues to visit
my Web site at murphy.house.gov.

NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the importance of
National Coming Out Day. Next Tues-
day, October 11th, will be the 18th an-
nual National Coming Out Day.

As public officeholders, we know the
power of telling real life stories and
putting a human face on the policy
issues that we deal with to convey the
ideas that a dry public policy speech
could not convey.

In the movement towards full equal-
ity for gay, lesbian, bisexuals and
transgender Americans, no actions
have been more important than the
steps that millions of Americans have
taken in being open, truthful, forth-
right, with their friends, families, co-
workers and neighbors about who they
are.

For much of history, gays and les-
bians were invisible, so people knew us
through stereotypes and myths. Visi-
bility serves to shatter those stereo-
types. Truth telling not only chips
away at the myths, but serves to open
minds and hearts.

National Coming Out Day is a time
for us to celebrate that freedom and re-
dedicate ourselves to the freedoms yet
to be won.

————
OUTSTANDING SCHOOLS IN OHIO

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, we all
know the key to America’s future is
providing an excellent education for
children. As a former school teacher
myself, it gives me great pleasure to
recognize two school districts located
in my congressional district that truly
live up to this commitment.

Wyoming City School District was
recently named the State’s most out-
standing school district, receiving the
highest performance index score in
Ohio’s State report card. 100 percent of
students tested were at or above the
proficient level, and their high school
graduation rate has reached 100 per-
cent.
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The Oak Hills Local School District
was also rated excellent, continuing in
its long-standing tradition of academic
excellence. Superintendent Patricia
Brenneman has a lot to be proud of.
With a graduation rate of 98.4 percent,
Oak Hills boasts the highest rate of
any high school its size in the entire
State of Ohio.

These numbers are a testament to
the hard work and dedication of the
teachers, administrators, parents, and
last but not least, the students of Wyo-
ming City Schools and the Oak Hill
School District. I would like to con-
gratulate both communities on this
outstanding achievement.

————
HOUSE OF SHAME

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
lican cronyism here in Washington is
something that has become quite evi-
dent to people outside the Beltway in
recent weeks. I just wanted to ref-
erence today an article in the last issue
of Newsweek magazine by Jonathan
Alter called “Tom DeLay’s House of
Shame.” It talks about how Mr. Alter a
decade ago called on ToM DELAY in his
ornate office in the Capitol and what
he found there.

Alter goes on to say, and I quote,
“Thus began what historians will re-
gard as the single most corrupt decade
in the long and colorful history of the
House of Representatives. Never before
has the leadership of the House been
hijacked by a small band of extremists
bent on building a ruthless shakedown
machine, lining the pockets of their
richest constituents and rolling back
popular protections for ordinary peo-
ple.”

He goes on to say that ‘‘the 21st cen-
tury radical Republican agenda, that is
today, repeals health and safety regu-
lations and spends billions on shame-
less pork-barrel projects to keep the
GOP at the trough.”

The bottom line is that Republican
cronyism is now evident to everyone.

———

COOSA MIDDLE SCHOOL

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Coosa Middle
School in Rome, Georgia, for being
named a Blue Ribbon School by the
United States Department of Edu-
cation. This award recognizes schools
that dramatically improve student per-
formance on State tests and whose stu-
dents excel at the educational stand-
ards set by our States. I am extremely
proud Coosa Middle School has at-
tained these goals. Coosa Middle
School was one of only 12 middle
schools across the Nation to win this
prestigious award and the only middle
school in the State of Georgia to do so.
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Floyd County Superintendent Kelly
Henson, Coosa Principal Lisa Landrum,
the Floyd County Board of Education
and all the teachers at Coosa Middle
School deserve our praise and admira-
tion for the fine work they do edu-
cating Rome’s schoolchildren.

Their efforts show how much our stu-
dents can achieve when we give them a
solid educational foundation based on
high expectations and the resources
needed to help students meet these ex-
pectations.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me
in congratulating Coosa Middle School.

———

IRAQ AND THE WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s speech yesterday proved
one thing, that this administration is
intent on war and nothing else. They
are intent on sending more troops to
die for a shifting tale of pure fiction,
about WMDs, about trying to establish
a democracy, about a war on terror.

Come home, America. Deal with the
terror of joblessness in the United
States. Deal with the terror of lack of
adequate health care, of people losing
their homes and their hope. Deal with
things here at home. Give people a
chance to make things work for their
families. Create a new WPA program to
put millions back to work. Give health
care for all. Stop taking this Nation to
the edge of total war with the world.

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend I had the privilege to lead an
armed services congressional delega-
tion to Iraq. We had the great oppor-
tunity to visit with our brave fighting
men and women, attend briefings by
their commanders, and see firsthand
the progress that is being made. We
visited Camp Victory, Baghdad, Ballad,
and Qatar. Our brave men and women
are working very hard, they are mak-
ing incredible progress, they are proud
of what they are doing, they are deter-
mined to prevent another attack on
our Nation, and they know a free and
democratic Iraq means the spread of
freedom throughout the Middle East
and a safer world for all of us.

As these courageous American heroes
stand side by side with our allies and
with Iraqi soldiers, they want to be as-
sured that the American people sup-
port them, that the American people
understand the mission, and that the
American people understand the threat
to the entire world. Today New York-
ers are on alert because of their efforts.
What happens in Iraqg matters to Amer-
icans. I thank them for their service.
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